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The twelfth day of Christmas is the solemn
feast of the Epiphany, January 6. In  the

United States, the celebration of the Epiphany
is transferred to a Sunday so that all m ay
celebrate. The word epiphany comes from
the Greek and m eans “revelation ,” and so
we celebrate the revelation of Christ to the
magi, who were gentiles and did not belong
to the people of Israel.

Learn this Appalachian folk song in
honor of the star that guided the magi to the
Christ child. Find out if anyone you know is
fam iliar with  it and could teach  it to you.
(Take the tim e!) Or check a local record
store’s folk section . (If that fails, try shop-
ping around on the Internet.) The words are:

Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’
Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’
Bright mornin’ star’s arisin’
Day is breakin’ in my soul.

The daily prayer of the Orthodox
churches gives us these lovely verses for the
solemn feast of the Epiphany:

The magi who had been led 
on their way by a divine star

stood before you in wonder 
at your marvelous birth;

and bearing gifts they see the sun
who rose from the virgin cloud.
Let the people who sat in darkness
see shining forth the light 

that knows no evening,
him whom the stars once manifested
to the fire-worshiping Persian kings.

Glory in  heaven  and peace on  earth , now
and forever!
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Sun from Cloud
Thank You  

to everyone who made 
our Christmas 

celebrations for warm, 
welcoming and 

special. 

All God’s blessings 
throughout this new 

20 + C+M+B+16
Bless Your Door on 

Epiphany
The gospel tells us that 
the magi found Christ 
“on entering the house.” 
The door to your home 
is a holy threshold. You 
can bless those who 
come in and go out by 
inscribing above the 
door in chalk the first two 
numbers of the year+C
+M+B+the last two 
numbers of the year. 
Tradition tells us that the 
letters stand for the 
names of the magi: 
Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar. 




