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Alter Server Guide for Eucharistic Adoration 

Preparation: 

 Get out the Monstrance: The monstrance is located in the vesting sacristy in the large 

cabinet below the counter. Place it on the corporal facing sideways. 

 Light the charcoals: The charcoals need to be lit and started burning 10 minutes before 

adoration begins. 

 Check the boat: Make sure there is incense in the boat. More incense is located in the 

drawers next to the entrance to the working sacristy 

 Bring out the Thurible stand: near the Ambo is a slight corner in the step that leads to 

the sanctuary. Place the thurible stand near that corner. 

 Light the altar candles 

 Put on alb and cincture: they can be found in the Reconciliation Chapel. 

 Turn on lights: use setting “8”. The lighting panel is located in the Reconciliation 

Chapel. 

 

Exposition: 

The procession begins at the entrance to the Sacred Space with the incense. The priest will put 

some incense in the thurible before retrieving the Blessed Sacrament from the Tabernacle. 

After the priest puts some incense in the Thurible, he will go and bring the Blessed Sacrament 

out of the Tabernacle.  

The altar server leads the priest in, stays at the base of the altar as the priest proceeds into the 

Sanctuary to expose the blessed Sacrament. After the priest returns to the base of the altar, the 

altar server hands him the Thurible and he will incense the Blessed Sacrament as the hymn “O 

Salutaris” is sung. After a moment of prayer, they both go to sit down in the pews.  

Benediction: 

Before the allotted time for adoration has concluded. At 6:15 the altar server will go and get the 

priest from the Reconciliation Chapel and then go make sure the charcoals are still hot. If not, the 

server will light new charcoals. At 6:20, the priest and server will proceed to the altar with the 

altar server carrying the Thurible and Boat. The priest will put incense in the Thurible and begin 

the “Tantum Ergo”. The Altar server will take the Boat from the priest and then hand the 

Thurible to the priest. Both will kneel. During the singing, the priest will incense the Blessed 

Sacrament. After the incensation, the priest will say/chant the response and prayer. After the 

prayer, the server puts the incense away and brings the Humeral Veil to the priest. The server, 

then, goes and get the incense and prepares for Benediction by kneeling in front of the altar in 

the middle. At three points (usually the top, bottom, and the side of the cross pattern the priest 

makes with the Blessed Sacrament) the server swings the thurible three times in a successive 

pattern for each point. After Benediction, the priest will come down from the sanctuary and 

recite the Divine Praises with the people. The priest then goes and retrieves the Blessed 

Sacrament from the monstrance and the the server leads the priest back to the Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel to repose the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle.  


