
Marriage Preparation

& Wedding Guidelines 



Christ the King & St. John Parishes Celebrating Your Wedding

Congratulations on your engagement  
 and upcoming wedding!  

Your marriage is an important event for you as well as for the whole church. For 
this reason the church takes great care and concern in the whole process of marriage 
preparation. Let us walk with you. By establishing a period of time for proper 
preparation for marriage as well as providing programs, interviews and guidance, the 
church seeks to help couples as they begin this lifelong journey. The material in this 
booklet has been developed to assist you in your marriage preparation and planning. 

A Few Important Items 
The Diocese of Helena requires that the preparations must begin at least  

SIX MONTHS before the anticipated wedding date. 

Marriage Preparation 
 We join with all the Catholic parishes in the Missoula area in providing you this 
information about Pre-Marriage preparation. The six month notification is a 
requirement of the Diocese of Helena. We highly recommend that an eight month to 
one year notification be given in order to secure the date you wish and to facilitate the 
necessary time for the preparation process. 
  
What Times and Days Are Available to schedule our Wedding? 
 BEFORE YOUR WEDDING DATE IS DETERMINED you (as a couple) 
visit with one of the priests at Christ the King/St. John. The Diocese of Helena policy 
states that the “date of marriage should not be confirmed until the initial stages of the 
preparation process have been completed”. 

 Wedding celebrations are normally scheduled at Christ the King/St. John or its 
Missions on a Friday evening or and on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. They are not 
scheduled on Sundays, Holy Days, and solemnities, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day, nor anytime during the season of Lent and the Easter Triduum. 
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Christ the King & St. John Parishes Celebrating Your Wedding

The Preparation Process 
1. Meet with one of the priests at Christ the King/St. John to: 

√  Receive and fill out the necessary forms and paperwork 
√  You will need to obtain CURRENT copy of your Baptismal Certificate with 

notations (Call the Parish where you were Baptized and ask for a current copy 
of your Baptismal Certificate with notations). 

2. Christian Marriage Discussion — a personal conversation with one of the parish 
priests about the theology of marriage and the implications of marriage in the 
Catholic Church, utilizing Pope Francis’ letter, The Joy of Love 

3. StrengthsFinder® —  

4. Alpha  Course — As you prepare for this Sacrament, we invite you to explore your 
faith by joining in our Alpha course. God is a part of your relationship and we 
want to help you grow in your relationship with God. 

5. Prepare/Enrich Inventory — a tool designed to lead you into a deeper sharing of 
your relationship, to help you, as a couple, understand yourselves, each other 
and your expectations for marriage. Call Ike and Jawayne Moody (543-3353) at 
the beginning of your preparation to set up an appointment to take the 
inventory. There is a $75 fee. You will be assigned a companion couple after the 
Prepare/Enrich inventory has been taken. 

6. Companion Couple Program — A married couple from the parish will usually 
spend three or four sessions with you in their home. They will lead you in 
reflection and sharing based upon the Prepare/Enrich inventory that is rooted 
in their own experience of marriage. 

7. Engaged Encounter — a weekend retreat experience guided by married couples 
and a Catholic priest. It includes many opportunities for sharing as a couple. 
The cost of the whole weekend retreat is approximately $175. Dates, locations 
and applications will be provided.  

• Alternative: Engaged Retreat experience of sharing led by couples who will 
guide you through topics related to married life. For more information 
contact St Francis Xavier in Missoula @ 542-0321. 

8. Prepare and Plan your wedding liturgy 

• Review various planning resources and guides for the liturgy. 
• Meet with one of the priests to discuss the liturgy. 
• At CTK meet to discuss music with Richard Bishop. 
• Within 1 month of the celebration arrange to meet with your officiating priest/deacon 

to finalize the liturgy. 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Legal Matters 
 In the State of Montana, it is necessary that the woman have a blood test for 
rubella. This test must be taken no more than six months prior to application for the 
marriage license. When application is made for the marriage license applicants must 
have either a driver's license or birth certificate. The county charges a fee for the 
marriage license. License is obtained at the Missoula or Mineral County Courthouse, 
Clerk of Court office. 

When Marriage Preparation Takes Place in Another 
Location 

 In some instances couples planning to be married at Christ the King/St. John 
reside in another city or state. Most often such couples are previous members of the 
parish OR their parents are currently registered and active members of the parish. In 
such instances all of the above requirements for marriage must be met through their 
local parish church. The couple themselves must directly contact one of the priests at 
Christ the King/St. John. We will need the following information: 

1. A letter from the couple's pastor indicating the following: 
a. That one or both are registered and active members of the local parish;  
b. That they are participating in a pre-marriage preparation process which 

fulfills the above requirements. 
c. Proper canonical permissions and dispensations from the Diocese of 

residence. 
When this information is received the marriage date is reserved;  

2. A letter from their pastor indicating that the marriage preparation has been 
completed and that the diocesan and parish guidelines have been met as well as 
a recommendation regarding the couple’s readiness for marriage in the 
Catholic Church. 
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Parish Regulations for Weddings 
1. Church policy absolutely forbids the throwing of rice, birdseed, etc. in the 

church or on the church grounds or sidewalks. Rice is food. There are so many 
who are hungry, even here in our town, it is not right to waste food. 

2. ALCOHOL POLICY  
Wedding rehearsals and liturgies ARE alcohol free. ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES are NOT permitted anywhere in the Church, parish 
buildings and grounds or parking areas during any wedding liturgy or 
rehearsal. ANYONE ABUSING THIS POLICY WILL BE ASKED TO 
LEAVE THE PREMISES AND MAY LEAD TO THE POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE WEDDING! 

3. PHOTOGRAPHS  
The church is available for use of the marriage party for photographs one and 
one-half hours (1-1/2) before, and one-half (1/2) hour after the wedding 
liturgy. Photographs and video may be taken during the liturgy only with the 
permission of the officiating priest or deacon. 

4. CANDLES  
To protect the carpet, no candelabras are used. However, additional candles can 
be used with permission. 

5. CLEANING 
Since the church may be used immediately after your wedding for other 
liturgical celebrations, it is the responsibility of the wedding party to see that 
the building is in good order. Please designate someone to check for boxes, 
tissues, or programs that might be left in the pews or rest rooms. These should 
be removed from the church. Bows or other items should be removed from the 
pews. 

Page   of  5 12



Christ the King & St. John Parishes Celebrating Your Wedding

The Environment for Worship 
“The experience of mystery which liturgy offers is found in its God-consciousness and God-centeredness… 
A simple and attractive beauty in everything that is used or done in liturgy is the most effective 
invitation to this kind of experience. One should be able to sense something special (and nothing trivial) 
in everything that is seen and heard, touched and smelled, and tasted in liturgy.” Environment and Art 
in Catholic Worship, #12 

The interior of our churches are beautiful and appropriate setting for worship. 
“Simplicity is Elegance!” – very little is needed to enhance the church for your 
marriage ceremony. The environment ought to assist those in the assembly to 
recognize and respond to the presence of Christ. The following guidelines have been 
compiled to help you. 

Nothing is to be placed on the altar. 
Ferns, plants or flowers may be placed beside the ambo, behind the rounded platform, 
on the first step, or on the two flower stands provided by the church. 
Bows or other small floral decorations may be hung by string or ribbon on the pews. 
No tape may be used on the pews. Please do not block entrance or exit from the pews 
with any materials. 
Aisle runners are not used. 
Please do not move any musical instruments or adjust the lights. Ask for assistance. 
Balloons and other informal party decorations are not in keeping with the dignity of 
the liturgy. 
The Season of the Year. Always keep in mind the liturgical season in which you plan to 
be married. Note the decorations already in the church (colors, plants, wall hangings, 
etc.). As a general rule, the church environment is not to be significantly altered for 
the wedding. 

The wedding party is responsible for making arrangements with the florist (delivery 
times, etc.) and for decorating before and the cleaning up after the wedding.  
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Taking Photographs of Weddings 

[Please give these guidelines to the wedding photographer] 

A Catholic wedding is a sacred time in which the couple unites their love with the love 
of God. It is also an important moment to commemorate with pictures. To maintain a 
prayerful atmosphere during the wedding ceremony, we offer the following guidelines. 

• Time for posed photographs is reserved for one and one-half hours (1-1/2) 
before the ceremony begins and one-half hour (1/2) afterwards. 

• Permission is required from the officiating priest or deacon to take photographs 
and video during the wedding ceremony itself. Flood lights are not permitted. 
However an attached flash may be used, as long as it does not distract from the 
ceremony. 

• Observe the basic “line of sight” rule for photography during the ceremony: 
take pictures only from areas that are out of sight of the assembly. Never 
interfere with or distract from the flow of the liturgy. 

• At CTK, video cameras may be placed up front near the walls. There is also a 
mounted video camera near the funeral pall. At St. John, a video camera may be 
also placed in the choir loft. “Roving” video or movie cameras are extremely 
distracting – such cameras must be stationary during the wedding liturgy.  

• Please do not stand on pews or any other furniture.  

• Please dress in attire appropriate to the dignity of the ceremony. 
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Ministers Needed for Your Wedding 
Greeters 

Greeters welcome persons to the liturgy and assist those who gather in any way 
necessary. You may choose members of the wedding party, the ushers or even 
yourselves to serve in this capacity.  

Readers 
There are three readings in the marriage liturgy, one of which, the Gospel, is 

always proclaimed by the priest or deacon. 
You will need to select a person or persons to read the first and the second 

reading at your wedding. The persons you choose are expected to have the following 
qualifications: 

1. They must be persons of faith, that is, they must believe in what they are 
reading and proclaiming; they must believe it is the Word of the Lord! 

2. They must be persons who are active in their own church or synagogue, that is, 
they must be persons who participate regularly in Saturday/Sunday worship. 
Why is this necessary? Because we are here to worship God and all we do must 
be authentic, serious and honest. 

3. Those chosen must be able to read well in a public setting. In other words, they 
must be comfortable with ‘public speaking.’ Readers should be present for the 
rehearsal 

The readers will be a part of the entrance procession. One will lead the 
procession by carrying the Book of Gospels. 

You may select others to lead the Prayer of Intercession (General Intercessions) 
following the Blessing of the Rings. The qualifications, as noted above, apply. 

Music Ministers 
The ministers of Music at your wedding provide a necessary ministry. Persons involved 
in this ministry must be competent and good musicians, who know the integrity of 
Catholic worship and who understand the importance and necessity of assembly 
participation. Normally, they are members of the Parish’s Music Ministry. If you 
choose to invite others to serve in this capacity, they must follow these expectations. 
Any visiting music minister must contact Richard Bishop or one of the priests. 

Music chosen must be appropriate music for worship and prayer. All music must be 
approved by Richard Bishop/or one of the priests at St. John and its Missions. 
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Cantor 
The Liturgy requires the ministry of cantor, that is, one who leads the assembly 

in song, especially the Gathering song, the Responsorial Psalm (following the First 
Reading of Scripture) and the Gospel Acclamation. These are always sung by the 
cantor and the assembly. When Eucharist (Mass) is celebrated, the cantor leads the 
assembly in all the sung portions of the Mass (Holy, Holy; Memorial Acclamation; 
Great Amen; Lamb of God). The cantor must be familiar with Roman Catholic 
worship. 

NB: Either the cantor or the accompanist must be a member of the CTK music 
ministry. 

If Mass is celebrated the following ministers are also required: 

Presentation of the Gifts 
You will need to select persons to present the gifts of BREAD AND WINE. They may 
be family members or friends. Choose between two and four people. 

Eucharistic Ministers 
An appropriate number of Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist are necessary, 
usually 2-3. At our parishes, communion is given as both Bread and Wine. Those who 
serve in this capacity MUST be Extraordinary Ministers at Christ the King or in their 
home parish. These persons are always active Catholics. There can be NO 
EXCEPTION to this requirement. 

Remember: 
You, as BRIDE and GROOM, 

are the Primary Ministers at your Wedding! 
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Music Principles for your Catholic Wedding 

The Assembly 
The assembly is the “primary music minister” in Catholic worship. Catholic 

liturgy is sung liturgy! This means that the assembly participates in the music—singing 
those parts appropriate to the assembly. Therefore, careful planning and selection 
encourages all who have gathered to participate. A worship aid is always provided at 
weddings in order to assist and support the assembly in this necessary aspect of 
worship. The parish will design and print the worship aid for you.  

Prelude Music 
Instrumental music is appropriate as people gather for the wedding liturgy. It 

must be music that is appropriate for such gathering, i.e. instrumental versions of 
various liturgical music. Classical music, particularly classical music related to the faith 
or the liturgy, is appropriate. Whatever is chosen must convey the sense and feeling 
that this assembly is gathering for worship and to celebrate the SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE.  

The Entrance/Processional 
Music chosen to accompany the entrance rite and the procession is an 

important selection, since this is the beginning of the liturgy. Its primary purpose is to 
gather the assembly into one community of faith, so that the gathered people may 
hear the Word of God and witness your promises of life and love.  

Again, this music must be appropriate for its purpose—to gather people in 
worship and prayer. Popular music is not written for this purpose and so-called 
“traditional wedding processionals” often reflect the opposite sentiment, focusing 
only on one individual or on an aspect of marriage that is not appropriate to our 
Catholic faith or practice. “Here Comes the Bride” is not appropriate. 

The Gathering Song 
This piece is sung by everyone as a continuation of our gathering together into 

one faith community. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Responsorial Psalm 

The psalm following the first reading from Scripture is always sung. The cantor 
sings the verses and leads the assembly in singing the refrain. The text is always a 
psalm. There are a variety of options. The “psalm” is an integral part of the Liturgy of 
the Word, and the sung participation of the assembly is an expectation. 

The Gospel Acclamation 
The Gospel Acclamation (usually the Alleluia) precedes the Gospel and is 

always sung by the assembly. The cantor leads the assembly in singing this response. 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Altar/Presentation of Gifs 

An instrumental, vocal or choral piece at this time is most appropriate. 
The Eucharistic Prayer: All acclamations during the Eucharistic Prayer are sung by 
the assembly: the Holy, Holy; the Mystery of Faith; the Great Amen. 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
The Lord’s Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer is most often recited by the assembly. It may be 
sung if the music setting is familiar to all and all are able to sing it. IT MAY NEVER 
BE SUNG AS A SOLO, since this is a prayer for the entire assembly.  
The Breaking of the Bread/Pouring of the Wine: The Lamb of God is always sung 
by the assembly. The cantor most often will lead. 
The Communion Procession: Music to accompany the procession to Holy 
Communion must be carefully chosen. 

CONCLUDING RITES 
Various options and possibilities exist for the concluding procession. A hymn sung by 
all; a simple sung acclamation; or instrumental music. 

REMEMBER All music chosen must be coordinated with Richard 
Bishop. He will assist you in reviewing and selecting music and in 
providing music ministers and the cantor for your wedding liturgy. 
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Weddings Fees 

Many couples choose to make a special offering to the parish consistent with other 
expenses of the wedding.  A good guideline is 5%  of the cost of the wedding.   This 
offering helps to support the various ministries and services that the parish provides.  
Such an offering is a reflection of the couple’s commitment to the life and ministry of 
the Church. For most, this offerings (in addition to the fees below) is in the range of  
$250.00 – $350.00 

Fees 
• User Fee1 

o Parishioners $150.00 
o Non-Parishioners  $250.00 

  •    Music Expenses (paid directly to the musicians) 
o Accompanist $150.00 
o And/or a cantor $100.00 

Please pay the  Fees before the wedding date. 

1Checks should be made payable to Christ the King or  
St. John the Baptist and left at the parish office. 
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